Power Standards/Indicators Identification Criteria

The purpose of identifying “power” standards is to assist instructors think through and determine which standards deserve priority in their classrooms.

Ask instructors who have gathered for training to each take time to mark the standards/indicators that they consider to be absolutely essential content. Ask them to check the ones they think students must know and be able to do, the ones that they consider to be non-negotiable because they have one or more of the following qualities:
· Prerequisite to Further Study: Standard/indicator that readies a learner for the next level of study in the content area; a standard that is required for the next level of instruction.

· Endurance: Standard/indicator that qualifies as an important life skill. The knowledge and skills implied by the standard endure beyond the particular course in question.
· Leverage: Standard/indicator that is applicable to other disciplines/content areas.
A. Looking at their “absolutely essential” selections as a whole, do they represent what they consider to be the core content of the selected course/program of study?
B. Ask them to review the selections as a group. Where do they agree/disagree? Work through the differences. The ensuing conversations and debates can be both enlightening and invigorating.
C. Instructors can then go forward to organize lessons around the identified “power” standards.
