Standards Definitions

· Content standards describe what learners should know and be able to do within a specific content area.  Content standards reflect the knowledge and skills an academic discipline and the stakeholders of educational systems recognize as essential to be taught and learned.  The standards provide a clear outline of content and skills so that programs can develop and align curriculum, instruction and assessments. Yet, content standards should not dictate pedagogy or teaching styles nor prescribe class lessons or assignments.

· Indicators or benchmarks describe the set of skills learners need to develop and achieve in order to meet the more broadly stated content standards found in many standards documents.  Indicators or benchmarks provide more detailed information on the specific skills and contexts for learners to meet the standard. They reference specific levels in terms that are concrete and observable, and serve as checkpoints to monitor learners’ progress toward meeting a standard.  Programs can use the indicators or benchmarks to develop measurable performance standards.

· Performance standards describe how well or to what extent learners meet the content standards and answer the questions “What do students know? and “What can they do?”  Performance standards indicate how competent or adept student demonstration must be to show attainment of the content standards, so they are written with a higher degree of specificity than content standards.  They specify the criteria and evidence to document that a content standard has been met and clearly state the level of performance expected to determine progress.  They define several different levels of achievement that outline the extent to which students demonstrate command over the content and skills within the content standards.  Performance standards are the basis for alignment with assessments.

· Program standards describe the design, operation and management of programs and services.  Unlike the content standards and performance standards which focus on what learners know and can do and to what extent they can demonstrate their knowledge and skills, program standards focus on the program as a whole rather than on an individual’s skills and performance.

· Curriculum frameworks outline the content areas and skills for developing local curriculum.  Frameworks provide a general scope and sequence of content for all programs.  Curriculum frameworks are the basis for developing curricula (detailed suggestions for instructional themes/units, teaching strategies, learning activities, materials, etc.) to guide instruction at the local level.  

